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Feb 7
Thur

February Business Meeting - Oaks Club Grille - Oaks Club at Valencia
Business Meeting 7:30 PM - Come early and enjoy the social time!

Feb 10
Sun

Valentine Brunch
Sure, it’s four days early, but a champagne brunch buffet
is a great way to start your romantic week. Bring your
Valentine to Claim Jumper on the Old Road at 10:30 AM.
All of the details are in the Events Section of our
webpage!

Feb 21
Thur

Feb 24
Sun

Taste-of-the Town – Maria Bonita’s
A well-kept secret…they don’t even have a website. You’ll love
it, see you there. 6 PM is meal time!

Ojai Sunday Drive
Always plenty to do in Ojai – Following an enjoyable morning caravan, check
out the local farmers market and shops then top off the visit with lunch with
your Corvette friends – 8:30 AM to ??? All of the details are in the Events
Section of our webpage!
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Three Months at a Glance

3

Menu Preview

February General Meeting
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From the Driver’s Seat
January 2019 President’s Message
Can you believe February is already upon us? It seems like it was just a year ago we were a
month into the new year and here we are again.
While January was not our typical month in the SCVCC, there was still some action behind the
scenes as our board transitions to its new configuration. I can report that our Activities Committee
is taking the job seriously and working hard to get us rolling to many new events and destinations.
As you will read in a couple of pages, our new Secretary, Dan Clarkson is “right-on” with his pen
and paper taking the minutes at our meetings. We should all show our appreciation to those who
have stepped up to the plate mid-year to keep our board of directors running so smoothly.
While the winter rains are so appreciated with the several inches of moisture locally along with the
many inches of snowpack added to our mountains, Corvette caravans are fewer in the winter
months. We have time though to make sure our favorite cars are well maintained and detailed in
the meantime.
Our SCVCC Webpage Events Section did have a couple opportunities for us to fire up the Vettes
and get together in January. Our monthly Taste of the Town was held at Saddle Ranch Chop
House and I must report a very good attendance of 25. TOT is every third Thursday at a local
eating spot and if you haven’t attended in a while, you are missing out. The company is terrific
and you don’t have to do dishes. What could be better?
January finished up with a Surprise Breakfast run on the 27th. We all like surprises and for sure
runs are great too in our Corvettes, so when you put the two together you have the makings for a
great turnout. That is just what we had when 42 members and guests showed up at 7:30 AM at
our designated start place on the Old Road. Our Activities team briefed us on the basics of the
caravan and we followed the leader away and south to parts unknown. The route took us through
Pasadena on I-210, exiting at Myrtle Avenue to Jake’s Roadhouse. An awesome caravan of 22
Corvettes, with only one mishap – if anyone finds John Vega’s club flag, let him know!
We are looking forward to what February and the remainder of winter has in store, but with
weather unlike the rest of the nation, we are in for more good Corvette times.
Time now to do serious planning for NCM Caravan 2019. If you haven’t gone before or want to
check out more than CA-126, a cross country adventure in America’s Sport Car is a trip to
remember.
Mike and Judy
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month
Social Hour at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
The Oaks Club at Valencia/Oaks Grill
26550 Heritage Ln (off Valencia, west of I-5)
Valencia

Next Business Meeting: Feb 7, 2018

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month at 6 PM
Maria Bonita Mexican Restaurant
20655 Soledad Canyon Road
Santa Clarita

Next Social Gathering: Feb 21, 2018

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Janene McDonald
Debi Clarkson
Linda Butler
Mike Salmen
Rattiporn Miller
Dave Jewett
Mike Reader
Jo Ayers
Miron Kalebjian
Elke Couples
Dan Stern
Steve Turkheimer

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

Di Orio
Negri
Miller

4
6
6
9
9
20
22
25
25
26
26
27

February 14, 2015
February 16, 1974
February 26, 1992

4 years
45 years
27 years

Note: Please notify your Newsletter Editor if your name has been missed. Your special day is important, and our roster may not have all
the correct information.
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Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Dan Clarkson, Secretary

MINUTES OF MEETING – January 3, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Mike Woodings who wished a
Happy New Year to all. He acknowledged the covey of snowbirds from central Arizona.
Mike also stated there were no leadership or board member changes this month. So far.
The minutes of the December meeting were read by the secretary, Dan Clarkson
Elke Couples gave the Treasurer Report with emphasis on Christmas party expenditures
and current assets.
There was no new business.
The Toys-4-Tots event with the Ventura Corvette Club was a success. Jeff and Moira got
a new toy as well, a new Traverse High Country.
President Mike pronounced the Christmas party a complete success with nearly 100%
attendance. Kudos given to Deana and her elves. Linda Butler confirmed our Food
Pantry donations were our highest ever. Photos are available on Shutterfly.
Membership chair Judy Woodings held a shortened New Year’s countdown for those who
were asleep before midnight. She recognized some past presidential families in
attendance; the Attls and McDonalds. No new members as we remain at our max of 100.
Some of our associate members were also acknowledged.
Donna Webster led the Activities group to the podium and went over the next three
months of events. She also expressed appreciation for the Christmas party planners.
Mark Ware addressed the issues with this year’s Corvette Caravan. The latest
information is on the website.
Deana Shaver, the Quartermaster, used club members to model new items in the club
closet.
Communication chair Andy Bachmura is up and operating from some location the next
state over.
The January newsletter is available on the club website. Mike is looking for someone to
step up and take it over.
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Car Talk:
🔧 Ed Hoffmann has discovered an issue with C6 driver seats. His went forward but
would not go back. GM wants $145 to do a diagnostic that will then dictate a complete
seat actuator replacement for $1500. Rather expensive for a broken wire.
🔧 John Vega addressed upcoming car shows. Some have gone away but Plastic
Fantastic is back.
The 50/50 raffle was worth $160 and won by Jim Webster. If Don Colonello had been
able to attend he would have won $60. Thus “Badge-it or Lose-it” rolls over and
increases to $80.
Mike recognized those with January birthdays and anniversaries.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 pm.
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Great Clubwear
for WINTER
is Here!

NEW Ladies Tees

•
•
•

YOUR
Quartermaster

Show PLUS Go!
Always look great in Club T-Shirts!!!
Club Jackets for chilly days ahead!!!
Stand out at Club events!

Polos

Ladies Visors

Men’s Shirts

Best Dressed
Corvette Club
in Santa
Clarita!

The Corvette Kiosk will be OPEN for the February meeting. Deana will be at
your service to address your clubwear needs. You can always contact her online at quartermaster@scvcc.org between meetings for special Clubwear
matters.
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Taste-of-the-Town (Saddle Ranch)

Jan 17th

Story: Mike Woodings
Photos: Judy Woodings

2019 is here and off to a good start. Our first gathering of the year was our monthly Taste of the Town
social on January 17th. With two whole weeks since out last club meeting, you could tell the need to
get together with fellow Corvette people was there.
Anthony, our always faithful Communications Guy,
got the word out about the event from his new bunker
over 400 miles away. Members were alert and
answered the beckoning in great numbers. The
destination was Saddle Ranch Chop House at the
Valencia Mall, where Rock meets Western.
Most attendees were from the Rock side of the
equation, while there were a couple Western people
in the mix, complete with hats and even boots. It
takes all kinds.
The headcount totaled twenty-five for this go around,
up significantly (up 312%) from our previous TOT at the same location. Restaurant management were
all eager and happy to take great care of our group with the increase in attendance, recalling when our
numbers were down due to a large turnout for the Prescott Vette Sette car show last September,
appreciative that the entire SCVCC didn’t depart
from the community. By the way, none of our
brave attendees got close to the bull. Could it be
all of our bull riders now live in Arizona?
Our club has almost an entirely new Activities
team, all eager to keep things rolling with many
great activities for our members and guests in the
new year.
Keep up to date for all of our upcoming events,
outings and get-togethers by frequently taking a
look at the Events Section of our club website.
The Newsletter and Three Months at a Glance
events listings are not always the final word for
event dates and times since changes do occur from time to time. Listings in our webpage at scvcc.org
are the final word so always check there before making plans.
I just checked the site and noted at this very moment our next TOT is at Maria Bonita Mexican
Restaurant on February 21 @ 6:00 pm. I plan on being there for a taco or fajita, but I will be anxious
to get an email update from Anthony and will be checking our events site to make sure I go the correct
place. Hope to see you then, if not sooner.
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Mystery Breakfast Run – Jake’s

Jan 27th

Story: Mike Woodings
Photos: Judy Woodings and Mark Ware

With a rainy January almost behind us, it was finally time for our first club run for 2019 and our
Activities Crew had a much-anticipated Mystery Breakfast Run arranged for us. Nobody but the
planners had a clue about the destination, not even your writer.
January 27th gave us a gloriously beautiful
morning with jackets only optional wear.
As I pulled into the Chuy’s lot, well early of
the start time, I found over a dozen
Corvettes already assembled with nearly
that many arriving soon thereafter. The
SCVCC was eager to hit the road for parts
unknown. Was it “drive to eat” or “eat after
the drive”? I say the latter, with everyone
ready to roll.
The headcount totaled 42, with 22
Corvettes, as Donna Webster briefed us on
our route, but not giving a clue about our
destination. We followed our instructions
and the four taillights in front and drove
south on I-5 and then transitioned to I-210
into Pasadena, then east on the 210 until
we exited at Myrtle to turn north. The
route was familiar and many of us figured
Jake’s Roadhouse in Monrovia was where
we were going.

Jake’s is a great destination, famous for their
lemon raspberry pancakes, but also
specializing in barbecue foods and
sandwiches along with a friendly staff and
never-ending buckets of peanuts
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Jake’s was new to many of our group , but for those of us who have
eaten there before it was a treat. Living in Awesometown, Monrovia
has an old-town flavor we don’t often experience. Our early arrival
afforded us plenty of seating for a leisurely time together and as we
completed our
breakfast
time, the
confirmation
about Jake’s
being a
great choice
was seen in
the waiting
room and
outside with
scores of
people
waiting to be seated.
Thanks to our Activities Committee for the trip back to Jake’s and a big thank you to Jim and
Donna Webster for their first run as caravan leaders, well done. Also, thanks to Ed Hoffman for
handling the tail-gunner position and not losing anyone.

Check out Shutterfly (https://scvcc.shutterfly.com) for all the pics!
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Electrical issue delays mid-engine Corvette
Story by:

For anyone who still hadn't noticed the elephant in the room, it should be clear by now that the
mid-engine Chevrolet Corvette won't debut at the Detroit Auto Show. And if sources for GM
Authority are correct, we won't see the America's most mythical automotive unicorn for at
least six months. The site
said "sources familiar with
the matter" disclosed "a
major electrical issue" with
the prototype sports car.
Supposedly, the electrical
system can't handle the
required loads, so
engineers need to redesign
all the wiring. GMA says
this means a six-month
delay.
Sources for two other sites
corroborated electrical
bugbears. Jalopnik's inside
line said Corvette engineers
used a General Motors parts bin wiring harness and electrics, and have found that the basic
fare won't hold up to modern needs. The Corvette Blogger summed up its mole as saying that
electric snafus "appear to be true and have been ongoing." That site, however, said the delay
wouldn't necessarily be six months, but could be from two to six months.
Whatever's happening
behind the scenes at
Corvette, we can't fault
Chevrolet for any socalled delay. Yet. First,
we were never promised
a Detroit reveal, so the
word "delay" could be
disingenuous. Second,
this is what prototype
testing is for — to draw
out problems so they can
be solved by engineers
instead of dealers and
customers. Third, the
mid-engine coupe's
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actual gestation period hasn't been anything near as long as we've seen with other sports
cars this century — fifth-gen
Camaro and Lexus LFA for instance, anyone? Fourth, we've been waiting on a mid-engine
Corvette since Zora Arkus-Duntov's 1959 Chevrolet Engineering Research Vehicle. Six
months won't hurt. Just get the car right. And there's precedent: The new-generation 1984
Corvette was meant to debut in 1983, but production issues delayed the launch.
The six-month timeframe comes from the fact that engineers will need to work with suppliers
on all the pieces necessary to bolster the system. But since we don't know what's actually
happening, we should be prepared for anything at any time.
That being said, we're free to take wild swings at the cause. There's excessive draw, but from
where? It could be an issue as simple as a broken correlation between digital models and the
real world.
As a
random
commenter
noted
concerning
GM sticking
its hands in
a midengine bay,
"The Fiero
was a long
time ago."
Some think
the active
aero might
be the
culprit. That
feels too simple, like it would have been caught much earlier, yet we didn't see the Corvette
hit tracks like the Nürburgring and Sebring until after summer. One of the most interesting
theories is that it's not the Corvette that's the problem, but a hybrid, mid-engine Cadillac
version that's mucking things up. We're still wondering what's the deal with that Cadillac key
fob, remember.
According to outside timelines, the C7 Corvette is expected to end production in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, in summer 2019 to make way for C8 production in the fall. Until then, get
ready to do the wave for the Cadillac CT6 in Detroit.
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Vettes on the Bridge

Our former SCVCC president, Greg Attl, you remember Greg, is now president of the
Colorado River Corvette
Club.

Greg just sent a link to
their CRCC London Bridge
event in Lake Havasu City
this past November. It’s
now showing on YouTube!

Their Corvettes are a great addition to
the bridge!

Be sure to check it out.
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NCM Caravan
2019

The National Corvette Caravan 2019 departs from Pasadena on August 22nd, with or without you.
The Southwest Section Organizing Team has been busy planning the trip to Bowling Green for
many months and the trip is fast approaching.
Our SCVCC to has planning to do, as a group and participants, as well. We have started with a
visit to our club meeting by the Southwest Section Captain Tony Megowan who briefed us on
what to expect along our route to Kentucky and about what to expect once there. We have
circulated an interest list where some put their pen to the paper and expressed a desire to be part
of the event. All good stuff.
Now is the end of January and the clock is ticking. The
real planning must begin. It is important that those going
must register with the National Corvette Museum as
participants. The details are at www.corvettecaravan.com.
The Southwest Section has done the preliminaries by
planning the route and blocking hotel rooms for our
overnight stops. Participants need to secure their own
lodging NOW for the locations between SoCal and Bowling
Green since sleeping in your Corvette detracts from the
fun and excitement ahead. As Nike says, “Just Do It!”
So then, what follows? You are all signed up, you have enjoyed the drive cross-country to the
Mother-ship and maybe even considered what to do while in Kentucky. Also, all good. But now
you are 2,143 miles from home with a drive
home. You will surely not want to repeat
the trip across Kansas, been there, done
that. Now is the time to think of the return
trip and wait to pack your trunk.
Do you want to jet back to SoCal by the shortest route possible to feed your dog or do you want to
take in some additional sights that we don’t see on a Saturday drive out Hwy 126? There are
some alternate routes to consider. The Atlantic coast is not out of reach and other great
destinations along the way can be added to the return trip.
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It is time now to meet and discuss return
itineraries if you would be traveling with other
SCVCC participants on the way home. It is
very advisable when that far from home
because you never know where a problem
lurks and your AAA towing won’t get you
home from Mayberry or Jellico!
My suggestion is Do-it, and Do-it now! Our
February club meeting will be a great time to
discuss some details about getting together
for itinerary planning and NOW is the time for YOU to do your Caravan sign-ups and making
lodging reservations. We will then get our return plans decided and determine what reservations
to make to get us back to Awesometown.

The National Corvette Caravan, beginning in August, is fast approaching.
Originally, thirteen couples from the SCVCC expressed interest in
participating in the event and now some have moved and others cannot
get away. There is still time to add your name to the list however!
We are still moving forward with plans to participate, however, and we WILL
have a contingent in the National Event.
To assure no one is left out of the trip and the planning, please contact Mike
Woodings at mwoodings@ca.rr.com to assure you have all of the latest
information about routes and lodging etc.
Once we get a firm list of participants from our club determined, we will
meet to plan and then fine-tune OUR itinerary.

Get Registration Details at: https://www.corvettecaravan.com
See the latest planning details at: https://www.corvettecaravan.com/ca-southern
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1960 Corvette
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SCVCC Officers 2018 / 2019
Office

Name

Telephone

Email Address

PRESIDENT

Mike Woodings

661-964-8168

president@scvcc.org

VICE-PRESIDENT

Jeff Hernandez

626-484-7905

vp@scvcc.org

SECRETARY

Dan Clarkson

435-922-1512

secretary@scvcc.org

TREASURER

Elke Couples

661-799-3900

treasurer@scvcc.org

MEMBERSHIP

Judy Woodings

661-212-2889

membership@scvcc.org

QUARTERMASTER

Deana Shaver

805-402-8160

quartermaster@scvcc.org

Mark Ware

661-993-8128

activities@scvcc.org

Donna Webster

661-644-0543

activities@scvcc.org

Don Ceo

661-753-7791

activities@scvcc.org

Karen Jewett

661-753-6226

activities@scvcc.org

Anthony Bachmura

805-208-2229

communications@scvcc.org

Mike Woodings

661-964-8168

newsletter@scvcc.org

ACTIVITIES
CHAIRMAN
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR
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Vette Vittles
for connoisseurs of cars and food
‘Vette owners are talented as well as giving people. We all enjoy eating almost
as much as our cars and many of you are pretty good in the kitchen and on the
grill. This is the place for you to share a favorite dish with all of our Club people.

After-Tour Whiskey Balls…maybe after a caravan?
from The Cop Cookbook
by Lt. Patrick F. O'Brien, President, Police Emerald Society

Ingredients
After-Tour Whiskey Balls
2 sticks butter
1/3 cup sugar
4 teaspoons Jameson's Irish Whiskey
(or to taste)
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups all-purpose flour
Chocolate confectioners' sugar

Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 325°.
2. Cream the butter and sugar.
3. Add the whiskey and vanilla and mix.
4. Add the flour and mix.
5. Chill for 4 hours in the refrigerator.
6. Remove and shape into balls.
7. Bake on an ungreased cookie sheet for 20 minutes.
8. Cool slightly and roll in chocolate confectioners' sugar.

(Don’t eat and drive!)
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Final Thoughts:
Your latest Corvette Gazette is again a reality. Your President reports that although the
events for the month were few, they were quality and well attended. I reported back to
him that there were not many contributions by the membership for the Newsletter this
month and he promised me that he would mention it at the next Club meeting. I told him
“thanks”, as that would help the Gazette be even more interesting for us all!
I am happy to report that new caravan leaders are emerging. This month, Jim and Donna
Webster took the lead on our caravan to Monrovia for the Surprise Breakfast Run with Ed
Hoffman as tail gunner. Great job by all involved. Surely, dangles may be on the horizon
for them if they keep up the good work is what I hear.
There is a lot of hidden talent in our membership waiting to be discovered. Look what
happened to the Gazette when a farm boy from the Northwest got hold of a computer,
and just think what a graduate of LAUSD might produce!
Now is the time to REALLY get serious about the 2019 National Corvette Caravan. Find
the information you need at the website: https://www.corvettecaravan.com/ca-southern/ and be
ready to roll when next August arrives.
As always, this is YOUR newsletter. Don’t hesitate to submit YOUR personal Corvette
stories, YOUR classified ads and whatever Corvette items that interest YOU!
Your Editor can always be reached at newsletter@scvcc.org with your contributions for an
upcoming issue.

Mike Woodings
Newsletter Editor
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