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Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club
P.O. Box 800943
Santa Clarita, CA 91380-0943
Find us on the web at www.SCVCC.org

May 2
Thur

General Meeting – New Location – Vincenzo’s Pizza
Meeting begins at 7:30 PM - Come early, get a bite to eat
and check out the new and improved meeting location!
24504 Lyons Ave, Newhall.

May 16
Thur

Taste-of-the-Town – Olive Garden – Valencia
Time for dinner out and socializing with your
Corvette friends. No dishes to do tonight! Join
us at another of our Santa Clarita’s great eating
spots. Reminder to all, start time is 6 PM!

May 20-22
Mon-Wed

Weekday Run to San Julian and Points South
Get away from the hectic rush of city life…discover the charms of San Julian.
Book your lodging at Viejas Casino & Resort, 5000 Willows Road, Alpine,
(619) 445-5400. We will meet at 10 AM on Monday, 5-20.

Oct 4-13

Southwest Caravan – Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta and National Parks
Now is the time to make your plans and
reservations for this special road trip.
Interest list is available. Planning meeting
TBA.
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Three Months at a Glance
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From the Driver’s Seat
April 2019 President’s Message

The English proverb describing March coming “in like a lion and going out like a lamb” would
better be used for April this year. A storm was brewing ever since February brought new terms for
our meeting place to us. Your board checked the finite possibilities in our community for a
suitable location to gather for our mandated monthly business meeting and made a decision
“outside the box” to hold our April business meeting at the local Embassy Suites on a one-month
trial basis. The location, which still allowed the continuation of the social aspects we have
enjoyed with our business meetings in the past, was deemed unsatisfactory for the focus of our
club and trial was terminated from further consideration.
We immediately moved to a state of déjà vu, that brisk, stunning sensation of having already lived
a totally identical situation in past; the feeling that you’ve done this exact same thing once before.
A vote was taken to again conduct monthly business meetings at Vincenzo’s Pizza Newhall,
where we last met in December 2017. Owner Steve Katz expressed his pleasure that the club
was returning and his willingness to take good care of our needs for meeting and enjoying a social
time together each month at Vincenzo’s. He offered again to reserve Corvette parking each
meeting day and many club members have stepped up to help make that happen. Quite a first
week for April, indeed.
Activities in the welcome Spring weather proved well as the month progressed. You can read
about the events we enjoyed in the following pages of the Gazette. I personally took part in the
run to Buellton and the Mendenhall Museum, Taste of the Town at Lucille’s, our semi-annual BBQ
hosted by our friends at Santa Paula Chevrolet and then ending the month at the KHTS radio
sponsored Home and Garden Show at Central Park. Great outings, all, and I am looking forward
to the events on the horizon our Activities committee has put together.
Our membership year as well as our board year for 2018/2019 is fast coming to a close. With the
exodus of this past year’s board moving out of state en masse in mid-term, a scramble ensued to
fill vacancies and keep our club on track as we entered our 41st year. With that, now is election
time for a new board for 2019/2020. At our upcoming May business meeting, nominations will be
taken from the membership. You as members are the club. Think about what position you want
to fill in the coming year or who you would like to see on your board. May is when we will take
nominations as well as conduct our annual election of officers in the manner prescribed in our bylaws. Be there, at Vincenzo’s, to check our new, old, digs.
So then, like I stated, this year added another month to “in like a lion, out like a lamb.”
Whewwww! I’ll see you all in May.
Mike
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month
Social Hour at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Vincenzo’s Pizza Newhall
24504 Lyons Avenue (East of I-5)
Newhall

Next Business Meeting: May 2, 2019

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month at 6 PM
Olive Garden Italian Restaurant
27003 McBean Parkway
Valencia

Next Social Gathering: May 16, 2019

May Birthdays and Anniversaries
Elliott Lewanda
Jeff Carley
John Vega
Kathy de Avila
Joel Plotkin
Dwight McDonald
Leeann Carley
Paul Trock
Karen Rocco
Bob Siecke
Mary Cusick
Ed Shaver
Maggie Bancroft
Linda Roselund
Joe Ramieri
Frances Morse

May 1
May 2
May 5
May 6
May 6
May 8
May 8
May 10
May 11
May 12
May 13
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 23
May 28

Weiss
Woodings
Bultman
Noski
Webster
Cusick

May 4, 1985
May 6, 1972
May 15, 1966
May 23, 1992
May 31, 1969
May 31, 1986

34 years
47 years
53 years
27 years
50 years
33 years

Note: Please notify your Newsletter Editor if your name has been missed. Your special day is important, and our roster may not have all
the correct information.

5

Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Dan Clarkson, Secretary
Meeting of April 4, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 7:32pm by club president Mike Woodings. A majority of
the membership were present. The meeting was conducted in the Tangerine Room of the
Embassy Suites following a dinner hour in the hotel lobby.
President Mike Woodings welcomed the group, noting that April is named after the goddess
Aphrodite, the goddess of love. If you have a January birthday then you were conceived in
April.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted.
Treasurer Elke Couples explained that the actual cost of the meeting room was $610. $500
for the facility, plus an administrative fee of $110. Gnashing of teeth and murmurs of
discontent were heard. Our financial situation is sound with sufficient assets.
The president followed this with a discussion of the meeting venue. Essentially, was the
Embassy Suite experience and expense acceptable? Do we need to continue searching for
another place? Several voices were heard. Many expressed dissatisfaction with food and
drink prices as well as the dining arrangements at the Embassy Suites. Mark Ware took the
floor and made a strong case that $610 per meeting was not in the club’s best interest and
stood in the way of our charitable donations. Mark made a motion that we return to
Vincenzo’s and a discussion ensued. It was reported that Vincenzo’s was queried and would
welcome us back. More voices joined in and above the din the motion was reiterated by
Steve Turkheimer and seconded by Tommy Couples. In accordance with Robert’s Rules of
Order and the club bylaws, a quorum was present and the motion was voted on. There were
only two nays, thus the motion carried. Rejoicing was heard throughout the land.
President Woodings presented the championship bowling pin to Virginia Valenzuela-Gregory
for her triumph at the bowling run to Arcadia. Mimi’s Cafe Taste of the Town was tasty. The
race day at Santa Anita went very well with the horses all surviving and Jimmy Webster
showing off his successful betting strategy. More glove box rosters were passed around.
Sign up folders for future activities were pointed out. Mike asked that those interested in the
October Southwest trip meet with him after the meeting. He announced that the board
approved a $100 donation to the Boys and Girls Club of Santa Clara Valley.
Membership chair Judy Woodings said there were no changes or visitors. We remain at 100
regular and 23 associate members.
Donna Webster represented the Activities cadre by going over the next three months. Many
great events are coming up and also opportunities to tie on the old feed bag. As always,
check the website and newsletter. Our Shutterfly site has many photos of our club forays.
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Quartermaster Deana pointed out a tableful of great club gear. 40th anniversary items are still
in stock.
John Vega addressed upcoming car shows in the area.
Newsletter editor Scott Gregory was applauded for his journalism expertise.
The president addressed the upcoming election cycle and process.
The 50/50 raffle was won by Ed Hoffmann for the second time in a row. He graciously
donated it to the club treasury. Badge It or Lose It was lost by Mike Reader who made some
weak excuse for not having a badge. The $40 rolled over.
Car talk concerned a C4 for sale and the idiot light in Mike’s car.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:49pm.

Re-re-locating
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Great Clubwear
for Spring
is Here!

NEW Ladies Tees

•
•
•

YOUR
Quartermaster

Show PLUS Go!
Always look great in Club T-Shirts!!!
Club Jackets for any event!!!
Stand out at Club events!

Polos

Ladies Visors

Men’s Shirts

Best Dressed
Corvette Club
in Santa
Clarita!

The Corvette Kiosk will be OPEN for the general meeting. Deana will be at your
service to address your clubwear needs. You can always contact her on-line
at quartermaster@scvcc.org between meetings for special Clubwear matters.
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Mendenhall Museum, Buellton, CA
Story and Photos by Scott Gregory

Fourteen Corvettes gathered early on a
Saturday morning at our pre-launch site in the
parking lot of the Copperhill Walmart in
preparation for what turned out to be a
beautiful day for the drive north to Buellton,
CA.
The trip up was great, and as usual it
required some experienced coordination
between Mark Ware in the lead car and the
tail gunners, Tom and Elke Couples, to keep
everyone in formation as we made our way
through some coastal traffic along the Ventura and Santa Barbara stretch of the 101. But
once we cleared the traffic it was time to set the
cruise control and enjoy the ride.
The museum, for those that have never there,
is an amazing private petroliana collection of
gas pumps, signs, and racing related
memorabilia, much of it from the central
California region. It is also home the Dry Lakes
Racing Hall of Fame.
The museum was gracious enough to let us
park inside, where we spent the next couple of
hours getting a private tour by our hostess, Misty, the daughter of the owners, Mark and Vicki
Mendenhall. She was not only very knowledgeable about the collections on display, but she
shared many family memories related to
growing up around the museum that was
originally started by her grandfather, a
Buellton gas station owner, and himself a
land speed record holder.
After our visit to the museum, we took
the short drive to Morrell’s Farm Fresh
Dining where twenty-seven of us
descended on the restaurant for brunch.
Parking had been pre-arranged in front of
the restaurant, and our tables were ready
and waiting.
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The relaxed brunch was excellent and offered
a wide range of menu choices from traditional
breakfast items to locally selected specialties either way, we could not go wrong.
After brunch some of the group headed off to
the casino to try their luck, which I understand
went well, while others went shopping in
Solvang, and a few of us caravanned home
along the Chumash route through Ojai,
bringing a close to another great run.

Just because we can, doesn’t mean we should …
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Taste of the Town – Lucille’s Smokehouse Bar-B-Que
Story: Scott Gregory

Our Taste of the Town this month found a small, but happy
group of nineteen club members gathered on the spacious patio
at Lucille’s Smokehouse Bar-B-Que.
The amazing spring weather
made for a perfect evening of
conversation, laughs, and biscuits n’ butter!
The members’ dinner choices ran the menu from freshly
battered southern fried chicken strips, to the crispy Caesar
salad, and many of the house favorites such as the fried
chicken and gravy, smoked beef brisket, and baby back
ribs, all of which
included the full complement of side dishes and
beverages.

The friendly wait staff
worked hard to set up for
our group, and they
helped make our meal
enjoyable with friendly
and efficient service.

After dinner, the evening
was just too beautiful to call it a night, so a small but dedicated
team set out on a reconnaissance mission to Menchie’s Frozen
Yogurt, where the mission was deemed successful

Our Taste of the Town evenings are always a great
social event, so plan to join us will you, May 16th at the
Olive Garden. Sources report there is a Cold Stone
Creamery nearby.
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Santa Paula Chevrolet Tent Sale & BBQ
Story and Photos by Scott Gregory
For those that were craving more Bar-B-Que, a short trip up
the 126 was all it took! On an overcast but pleasant Saturday
morning, we
gathered at our
usual meeting
spot at the
Copperhill
Walmart in
preparation for
the short drive
west to support our friends and neighbors at Santa
Paula Chevrolet.
When thirty of us arrived in eighteen cars, the front lot
of the dealership was ready for us, as their usual inventory of cars and trucks had been relocated to
the K-Mart lot as part of their annual tent sale. Of course, the friendly dealership staff were there to
help us park, and throughout the afternoon they proved to be gracious hosts.
A substantial influx of Corvettes from the Redline and Ventura
Corvette Clubs were already onsite, and after we got parked,
the front lot of the dealership contained at total of forty-two
visiting Corvettes! There was also a half dozen more really
shiny ones that still had
that new car smell,
window stickers, and big
orange discount tags
hanging from the
mirrors. It was a worthy
line-up indeed. The
event was a great
opportunity to not only
support the dealership, but to meet our friends from the other clubs as well.
We were presented with an excellent lunch from the very
popular, Laird’s BBQ, who we will see again in June at our
annual picnic. The spread provided for us included
sausage, tri-tip, and grilled chicken, along with all the
fixin’s, including some spicy beans and potato salad. After
lunch, John Macik, of Santa Paula Chevrolet, offered some
words of appreciation for our support throughout the year,
and to further emphasize the point—as if the great lunch
wasn’t enough—he held a raffle for a number of prizes that
included, free oil changes, alignments, and air conditioning
services.
Oh, and did I also mention there were donuts? Yeah, it was a good day…

12

KHTS Home and Garden Show
Story and Photos by Scott Gregory

As part of our back-to-back Corvette
weekend, thirty-seven of us met up Sunday
morning at Route 66 to gather around the
breakfast table in preparation for the KHTS
Home and Garden Show. As always, George
Thomas and his crew did a great job
accommodating us, and if anyone went away
hungry, then it was pretty much their own
fault.

With our plates empty, and our bellies full, we lined up for the twenty-seven car caravan
across the valley to Central Park, where the
show promoters had an adjoining parking lot
reserved for our Corvettes to be on display. The
staff was great and as we were directed into the
lot, the impressive line of Vettes immediately
began to draw the attention of onlookers, as it
did throughout the day.
Armed with lawn chairs and coolers, we spent the afternoon relaxing at the park and
roaming through the large variety of
community booths and vendors
that were on display, including
those from the Emergency Expo
and the Arts and Crafts Fair.

For those that wanted a little something to nosh on, we
enjoyed more food and treats from the wide array of
food trucks that were in attendance.
We also scored big when we found a booth that was giving away ice cream bars, chocolate
drumsticks to be exact…further proof that it was a perfect afternoon.

Check out Shutterfly (https://scvcc.shutterfly.com) for all the pics
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Continuing with our look back at a some of the
Corvettes that have made it onto the silver
screen, we take a ride this month along
Mulholland Drive to check out the Los Angeles
racing scene.

King of the Mountain – 1981
The race. The risk. The danger. It’s worth it to be…King of the Mountain.

This mostly forgotten car drama revolves around a group of street racers who hotrod
their cars along a dangerous sixteen mile stretch of Mulholland Drive to see who can
claim the title of “King of the Hill”.
The film was inspired by a
magazine article, Thunder Road,
which appeared in New West
Magazine, in July 1978. In the
article the writer described the carstar Corvette as a, “…hellacious
427 Corvette with rear tires as
wide as the business end of a
steam roller and enough horse
power to haul a freight train…”
Legend has it that the driver, Cal,
played by co-star Dennis Hopper,
is based on an actual guy named,
Crazy Charly Voit, who was a
legendary Mulholland street racer,
and was known to steer his 1966, big block, Corvette with one hand while holding a
beer in the other.
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This film, which is sort of an early 1980’s version of The Fast and the Furious, is a little
short on acting despite having some young star-power such as Harry Hamlin, Joseph
Bottoms, and Dennis Hopper. But the small saving grace is the stunt driving which is
not only outstanding, but all done before the days of CGI and bluescreens. The film
credits list Buddy Joe Hooker, a legend in the car chase movie genre, as the second
unit director, so it has that going for it. But despite that small upside, the film bombed
the first week it opened. Since most the racing scenes were shot at night, one reviewer
at the time described the picture as, “…90 minutes of watching two pairs of headlights
in the dark”.
Anyway, on with the movie which opens
as one of the car-stars, a Porsche 356
Speedster is being challenged by a ‘79
Firebird Trans Am, but before they could
determine a winner, their fun is spoiled
by an LAPD helicopter that swoops
down and leads them to a police
roadblock, thereby setting the rebellious
tone for the film—sort of.
Our main star, Harry Hamlin, whose
character is also connected to a rock
band, which of course has a hot lead singer that he is smitten with, and together they
cruise through the cheesy LA party scene of the ‘80s.
Through it all, there is plenty of foreshadowing with talk of driving off the mountain,
aerial shots of the highway terrain, and even a so-close-to-harrowing scene of an
orange traffic cone being flung to its demise, causing the suspense to build again—
sort of.
We also see a character played by Dan Hagerty (without his Grizzly Bear, Ben) who
once had a horrific crash on the
mountain but lived to tell the tale, and
now warns others of the dangers– as
any good Jedi Master should. (Wow,
three different genres in one sentence,
that’s a newsletter trifecta!)
Meanwhile, the movie jumps randomly
from the rock band playing in the studio,
to a party at someone’s house, to a
night scene racing along Mulholland, all
15

while our headband wearing buddy, Dennis Hopper is becoming a little more unhinged and is ripping up Mulholland in his hopped-up, ’56 Ford, F-100 pickup, while
still finding time to lurk in the shadows with his vintage stop watch, observing the
young new driver and his Porsche.
Finally, when we don’t think we can take any more suspense, Dennis digs out his red
and gray primered, 1967 Corvette from the dusty
mothballs, and shows up on Mulholland Drive,
sans-bumpers, hood, rear glass, and headlight
tubs. But there is something about a hashed-out,
bad-ass sounding Corvette with a roll cage, black
side pipes, and no hood that makes us want to see
what it can do.
As predicted,
Dennis squares off
with the Porsche
Speedster, and then lots of almost exciting racing stuff
happens which leads to The King of the Mountain
retaining his title, but not without an explosive, fireball
climax where the clock stops on our Corvette driving
hero. A sad but fitting end.
This is basically a movie for diehard gearheads because
it really is so bad to watch, leaving only the grease
monkeys amongst us to find solace in the stunt driving
and car spotting. But the point here is that of all the
performance cars on the planet, they choose a Corvette to lead the pack!
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A moment in time…
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SCVCC Officers 2018 / 2019
Office

Name

Telephone

Email Address

PRESIDENT

Mike Woodings

661-964-8168

president@scvcc.org

VICE-PRESIDENT

Jeff Hernandez

626-484-7905

vp@scvcc.org

SECRETARY

Dan Clarkson

435-922-1512

secretary@scvcc.org

TREASURER

Elke Couples

661-799-3900

treasurer@scvcc.org

MEMBERSHIP

Judy Woodings

661-212-2889

membership@scvcc.org

QUARTERMASTER

Deana Shaver

805-402-8160

quartermaster@scvcc.org

Mark Ware

661-993-8128

activities@scvcc.org

Donna Webster

661-644-0543

activities@scvcc.org

Don Ceo

661-753-7791

activities@scvcc.org

Karen Jewett

661-753-6226

activities@scvcc.org

Anthony Bachmura

805-208-2229

communications@scvcc.org

Mike Woodings &
Scott Gregory

661-964-8168

newsletter@scvcc.org

ACTIVITIES
CHAIRMAN
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR
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Heading on down the road…
▪

Cinco de Mayo, Sunday, May 5th.

▪

Military Spouse Appreciation Day, Friday,
May 10th.

▪

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 12th.

▪

Peace Officers Memorial Day, Wednesday,
May 15th.

▪

NASCAR Day, Friday May 17th.

▪

Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 18th.

▪

Julian Weekday Get-Away, May 20th – 22nd.

▪

Memorial Day, Monday, May 27th.

▪

National Hamburger Day, Tuesday, May 28th.
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Vette Vittles
for connoisseurs of cars and food
‘Vette owners are talented as well as giving people. We all enjoy eating almost as much as
our cars and many of you are pretty good in the kitchen and on the grill. This is the place for
you to share a favorite dish with all of our Club people

Good news, folks. April is National Grilled Cheese Month!
With that in mind, did you know that more than
a quarter of Americans prefer their grilled
cheese sandwiches with only cheese and
bread, that is according to a survey conducted
by bread maker Sara Lee.
Since offering a recipe for a basic grilled
cheese seemed a little rudimentary for this
esteemed crowd, I will instead present to your
culinary senses, six-plus-one, incredibly
yummy variations on the traditional grilled
cheese.
Brie and Marmalade: Spread 2 slices cinnamon-raisin bread with orange marmalade, add sliced
brie (remove the rind). – Oh, you guys, this is so good!
Sharp: If sweet isn't your thing, try using Havarti, sharp cheddar, and some grilled onions between
two slices of sourdough.
Pear-Camembert: Spread 2 slices soft, multigrain bread with Camembert (remove the rind), add
thin, ripe pear slices.
Pesto: Spread pesto on crusty white bread. Add a thin layer of diced, roasted red peppers,
between layers of provolone or mozzarella.
Avocado: Pick your bread, then add 1/4 sliced avocado with lime juice and lime zest to taste, and
2 slices pepper jack.
Californian: Use a heavy-textured bread such as a focaccia, add walnuts, sun-dried tomatoes,
and Gruyere cheese.
Spicy Nacho: Start with some chewy white bread. Add Monterey Jack, add some jalapeño slices,
and top with sliced cheddar.
It might also be a requirement to serve these with a bowl of tomato soup…because that’s how
mom would do it.
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Final Thoughts
By Scott Gregory
When we arrived at the Embassy Suites last month, I felt a little
like I didn’t belong there. Not because it was our first event, or
that we were not registered guests, but because they had taken
away the cheese. It’s true. I had been there a few weeks prior,
and displayed on the happy-hour buffet were several trays of
colorful cubes of aged cows milk arranged for our delightfull
consumption. But not on our meeting night. It was as if they saw
a herd of hungry Corvetters descending on the place, and the call
went out to the kitchen staff to, “Pull the proteins, quickly, they’re
here!”. Then, in an attempt to make the happy-hour offering
appear well filled, they doubled down on the hummus and
Cheese Nips! Well, I showed them - I ate their hummus, nibbled their Cheese Nips, and
drank freely from the soda machine, but I wasn’t happy about it.
Here we are crusing into May already, and for all of you who didn’t make it to the April
meeting at the Embassy Suites, I don’t think you want to make that mistake again! Meet
us May 2nd at Vincenzo’s Pizza.
May is a little light on club activities because of Mother’s Day and of course Memorial Day
weekend.
Please remember that this is your club and your newsletter, and we are always grateful to
all of you who have contributed articles, photos, and ideas.
Got something Corvette related to sell? Let’s put it in here! Need something for your
project? Let’s ask the members!
Your Editors can be reached at newsletter@scvcc.org, including any contributions for an
upcoming issue.

— Money doesn’t buy happiness, but it will buy a Corvette…and then you can
park right next to happiness…

Mike Woodings
Newsletter Editor

Scott Gregory
Cub Reporter
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Membership Info Update
The by-laws of the Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club require keeping in written
form a membership roster containing the name, address, and class of each
member. The information for that roster is compiled from the Club application
form.
In the interest of maintaining an accurate and current roster, the Board of
Directors requests that each member complete a renewal Application Form
annually and submit the form along with dues to the Membership Chairman as
part of annual membership renewal.
The Application Form will provide current contact information, current Corvette
information and your Activities Preferences. The revised form will be available at
the Monthly Business Meeting on 5-2-19.
All members are requested to complete a Membership Renewal/Update Form
and to submit completed forms along with dues for 2019/2020 as soon as
possible. Annual dues are again $75.00 for Regular Members and $20.00 for
Associate Members. Dues are payable by June 30, 2019 to remain in good
standing.
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