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April 4
Thur

General Meeting – New Location - Embassy Suites
Meeting begins at 7:30 PM - Come early, get a bite to
eat and check out the new meeting location! Embassy
Suites, 28508 Westinghouse Pl. Valencia.

April 13
Sat

Mendenhall Museum, Buellton, CA
This will be a great drive for anyone
interested in a nostalgic look at our
automotive history! Meet early at the
Walmart on the corner of Newhall Ranch
Road and Copperhill. We roll out at
7:30am, and plan to arrive in Mendenhall
at 10:00am. Afterword, let’s do lunch at
Morrell’s Fresh Farm restaurant!

April 18
Thur

Taste-of-the Town – Lucille’s Smokehouse BBQ
One of Santa Clarita’s favorite BBQ spots! A pleasant,
comfy place with some great ‘Q! Westfield Valencia
Town Center Mall, off of Valencia Blvd. See you there
at 6:00pm!

April 27
Sat

Santa Paula Chevrolet Tent Sale & BBQ
Still craving more BBQ? Then let’s head down
the 126, and meet-up with our friends from
Redline and Ventura County Corvette Clubs to
support the dealership. Meet at Walmart at the
corner Newhall Ranch Road and Copperhill by
10:00am. We roll at 10:15!

Aprl 28
Sun

KHTS Home & Gaarden Show - Central Park
The day at the park begins at 9:30am at Route 66 for breakfast, and then
departing for Central Park 11:00am, where our cars will be on display during the
show!
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Three Months at a Glance
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From the Driver’s Seat
March 2019 President’s Message
Our day to day lives have both certainty and uncertainty that we deal with. Death and taxes
are often mentioned in the certainty column and along with that we in the SCVCC can add no
more meetings at the Oaks Grille. The matter of relocating was presented and discussed at
our March General Meeting and as we moved on from a great meeting place due to changes
in terms of use, we found ourselves in the uncertain column once again as we did with the
closing of Marie Callender’s a couple years ago. We found a happy home for our monthly
meetings at Vincenzo’s which offered both plus and minus aspects for a meeting place as
your board continued to search for a location that suited our needs. The Oaks seemed to be
that place but events once again necessitated a change.
Our search for a new meeting place has raised many questions and concerns in recent
weeks. The question we all have to address is what elements we want in a meeting place.
Our by-laws require us to have a monthly business meeting and state that the meeting must
have a 33% quorum of members. We can go back to our club’s beginnings and again meet in
a member’s garage and fulfill that requirement. Mine is available. I think however that we
have moved beyond the garage phase and can and should do better.
Do we want to just line up chairs and listen to board members present reports or is the social
aspect that we have enjoyed as part of our monthly meetings equally important? Are food
and beverage something that should be available or will an occasional tray of cookies be
enough? It is always stated that this is YOUR club and it should be that. Your board has
considered the locations available in our area and this month we are exploring a new venue,
the Embassy Suites Valencia. The location offers clean and comfortable surroundings where
we can both meet and enjoy the social aspects, but it does come at a cost which will require
us all to cover with a dues increase. This was presented both at our March meeting and in
follow-up communications and to date, I have received only two negative responses.
Will everyone be pleased with the decisions that have to be made about our move? That
remains to be seen. Let’s all get together on April 4th and give it a try. We are a great club
and I know we can do better than meeting in my garage, that is another certainty.
With that said, March was another great month of Corvette activities with Corvette people and
I am looking forward to April being even better.
And, by the way, our 2018 – 2019 membership year is fast coming to a close and now is the
time for you all to start thinking about our club elections. Who will you nominate and who will
serve in the coming year?
Mike
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month
Social Hour at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Embassy Suites Valencia
28508 Westinghouse Pl (off Newhall Ranch Road, East of I-5)
Valencia

Next Business Meeting: April 4, 2019

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month at 6 PM
Lucilles’s Smokehouse BBQ
24201 W, Valencia Blvd
Valencia

Next Social Gathering: April 18, 2019

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Jim Allen
Carrie Di Orio
Kathy Munshi
Robyn Webster
Mike Woodings
Judy Tomlinson
Judy Thomas
Judi Lewis
Melody Reid
Fred Zullo
Les Hershberger
Michelle Veasman

Apr 2
Apr 2
Apr 3
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 13
Apr 16
Apr 16
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 24
Apr 27
McDonald
Ramieri
Schmidt
Jewett
Noble
Colonello

April 1, 1972
April 7, 2001
April 12, 1983
April 15, 1991
April 17, 2004
April 29, 1985

47 years
18 years
36 years
28 years
15 years
34 years

Note: Please notify your Newsletter Editor if your name has been missed. Your special day is important, and our roster may not have all
the correct information.
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Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Dan Clarkson, Secretary
Meeting of March 7, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by President Mike Woodings.
First item was a presentation by Lisa and Cindy from radio station KHTS about their Home and Garden
Show at Central Park on April 28th. The activities committee has scheduled this as a club event. They
want us to park our Corvettes in a group by the entrance to the show. They are expecting approximately
20,000 people.
Mike continued with opening remarks about the history of the month of March and St Patrick’s Day.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
Treasurer Elke Couples gave a full accounting of club financial activity. She said it was an easy month with
only two transactions.
Old business was the club business meeting start time which was discussed at the last meeting.
Afterwards the suggestion box had two inputs which cancelled each other. The board reaffirmed previous
decisions that the time remain 7:30pm. A related casualty is the suggestion box which died of starvation.
Use the website for your valued inputs.
The president introduced our meeting location as an item of new business. He presented the changes that
the Oaks Grille has demanded beginning with the April meeting. Despite our contract through the end of
the year, the Oaks is requiring a 10-day advance seat count, $20 + tax guarantee per seat and those funds
to be paid 10 days in advance.
A group discussion ensued which confirmed general dissatisfaction with the Oaks menu, service and the
new terms.
The president introduced the board of directors decision to hold our next meeting at the Embassy Suites
Hotel, 28508 Westinghouse Pl, Valencia. The Embassy Suites has a separate restaurant, bar and adequate
meeting room which will allow those who wish to dine to do so and others to proceed directly to the
meeting. Those using the restaurant will move to the meeting room by 7:30pm. There is a $500 charge
for the room and set-up. There is no obligation to use the restaurant. Parking will be free and ample.
The president noted that this is a format change for our business meeting and that a small dues increase
may be required. The board has a plan to assess our financial situation in the coming months. The dues
remain unchanged for the time being. Following further discussion and questions, the new location and
possible dues increase were received favorably by the members in attendance.
With that detail settled, President Woodings announced another passing, that of the Donation Box,
another malnutrition case. Prior contributions totaling $2.38 were transferred to the treasury.
Turnout for recent events has been excellent. The Ojai run and Valentine brunch were cited as successes.
The new glove box rosters were distributed.
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Mike announced a sign-up sheet to further assess interest in a Southwest Sojourn in early October.
Membership chair Judy Woodings, referencing St Patrick’s Day on the 17th, pointed out that the club has
one green car; Ron Stein’s Lime Rock Green 2014 Z51. John and Linda Noble were recognized.
Membership remains at 100 regular and 21 auxiliary members.
The Activities Committee was represented by Donna Webster who described the next three months.
Several sign-up folders were available next to the free cookies. The Arcadia bowling is next, followed by
Mimi’s grub, and the dragging of the ponies at Santa Anita. Don Ceo has been assured that the track will
have the event even if we have to watch televised races from back east. Mendenhall Museum, Santa Paula
BBQ and the Home and Garden Show are on tap next month. The website has the latest details. OBTW, the
poppy run is a blooming failure.
Quartermaster and Communication had no new items.
The newsletter has a new editor. Scott Gregory, a former member, is back and has volunteered himself.
The 50/50 prize of $166 went to Ed Hoffman. The Badge It Or Lose It finally went to Jim Fulmer but we
could not tell if he was wearing the badge over in Prescott, thus the $20 rolls to April.
Car Talk.
Les Hershberger had a problem with Santa Paula Chevy and asked for other mechanic suggestions. He
received two or three.
Ed Hoffman talked about helping members with tech issues through his expertise and wide resources.
The Van Patten air conditioning smell has been eradicated.
Bob Siecke asked the group to consider supporting a charity car show for First Presbyterian Prep School in
Porter Ranch on April 6.
Birthdays and Anniversaries were recognized. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.
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Great Clubwear
for Spring
is Here!

NEW Ladies Tees

•
•
•

YOUR
Quartermaster

Show PLUS Go!
Always look great in Club T-Shirts!!!
Club Jackets for chilly days ahead!!!
Stand out at Club events!

Polos

Ladies Visors

Men’s Shirts

Best Dressed
Corvette Club
in Santa
Clarita!

The Corvette Kiosk will be OPEN for the general meeting. Deana will be at your
service to address your clubwear needs. You can always contact her on-line at
quartermaster@scvcc.org between meetings for special Clubwear matters.

8

9

Saturday Event:
Drive. Bowl. Eat.
Story by Scott Gregory
Photos by Scott Gregory & Judy Woodings

The rumble of bowling balls and the clatter of pins welcomed
us to a great afternoon of strikes, spares, and gutter balls, at
the Bowling Square Lanes in Arcadia.
It was a perfect Saturday morning, when eighteen club
members gathered in the Chuy’s parking lot to meet and greet
ahead of a brief driver’s meeting that set us on the path to Arcadia. The pleasant fifty-minute drive
down the 210 got us there just before the lanes opened.
Being the first ones in the door made it easy for everyone get their shoes and begin selecting that
perfect bowling ball.
Once the lanes were fired up, we broke into teams and
immediately started knocking down pins and cleaning the
gutters. By not having any “pro bowlers” in our midst, everyone
got their turn at the highs and
lows of the sport, which really
helped to make it a lot of fun for
everybody.
Midway through the afternoon,
we took a break for some quality
food and libation. The snack bar
offered-up some pretty tasty burgers, pizza and beer that hit the spot
before getting back on the lanes.
Then, just when thought it could not get any better, Donna Webster
supersized everyone with two trays of
homemade cupcakes! Life really is
good.
At the end of the afternoon, we turned in our spiffy, two-toned shoes,
put away our bowling balls, and drained
the last of our beverages, all while the
final scores were being tabulated. The
top score is a well-guarded secret that
has been kept in a mayonnaise jar on
Funk and Wagnall’s front porch since
noon today, and where only Carnac the
Magnificent, and the event organizers,
know the contents of the envelope,
which will be revealed at the general
business meeting on April 4 th.
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Taste-of-the-Town:
Mimis Café
Story: Scott Gregory
Photos: Scott Gregory

This month’s Taste of the Town was at another one of
our local favorites, Mimi’s Café. Twenty-four of us
converged on the place, which is kind of a charming little
restaurant, and they were happy to host the club. After
gathering in the bar and foyer, they showed us to our
meeting area, which was private from the rest of the
dining areas.
The servers got us started with water, wine, and other beverages, and being a ravenous crowd,
we wasted no time in diving into the warm bread and
whipped butter.
One of the things great about
Mimi’s is their interesting menu,
and from that we had a variety
of choices hit the table. From
the corn chowder, which I
personally recommend, to the
baguette sandwiches, fresh
salads, and some of their
famous comfort foods like the
French Creole pasta or the pot
roast, nobody went away hungry.
It was also great to get several of their over-sized muffins to take
home with us.
One of the things
that helped make the
night a success was
the friendly staff. It’s
always difficult to
look after a large
crew like ours, and they started out a little slow,
but soon found their stride, and as such we
finished strong.
Overall it was a great evening, and we are already
looking forward to next month’s Taste of the
Town, which will be at Lucille’s BBQ on April 18th, so mark your calendars, and we’ll see you
there!
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Saturday Drive:
A Day at the Races, Santa Anita Park
Story: Scott Gregory
Photos: Scott Gregory, Virginia Valenzuela

The racing forms had my morning line at
Santa Anita Park ranging anywhere from 2-1
to 8-5, short odds for sure. But once at the
track, I sat out the first two races, placed just out of the money in the third, lost the fourth,
gave up the fifth by a nose, and had a mediocre filly drop to the rear in the final, and it was
still a great day! But I’m getting ahead of myself.
We started out on a really nice Saturday
morning with twenty-five Corvettes, which
included seven cars from the Ventura County
Corvette Club, all gathered in our usual
meeting spot next to the Outback Steakhouse.
Mike and
Judy joined
us for a
little while
to greet our
Ventura
guests and
to see us off before they had to breakaway for a prior
engagement with the Solid Axle Corvette Club.
After the drivers meeting, we gathered up, lined up, and
radioed up, before rolling out
on our journey.
It’s always a challenge to keep a caravan of Corvettes
together, and more so after encountering some Saturday
morning traffic along the
210 corridor. But good
coordination kept everyone
on track, and we arrived
together at our destination.
Once we pulled into the
grounds at Santa Anita
Park, we were welcomed
by personalized signs that
directed us to our reserved
parking area.
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A short walk to the prestigious Club House entrance
put us inside where everyone went their own way for a
little while to visit the restrooms, restaurants, bar, or
find the clubhouse
seating. Some of
us also found our
way to the
Winner’s Circle
Championship
BBQ area to
sample the wide
range of treats prepared by the competitors.
By post time,
we had
gathered
back in the
grandstands
for a full
afternoon of
more fun,
food, drink,
conversation,
and plenty of pari-mutuel betting.
Our group’s luck—or dare I say skill—with betting the
ponies was not without its highlights. Some of us did
quite well, some did okay, but most broke even. As for
those of us who didn’t quite have the equine touch, we
still came out winners by enjoying good times with good
people!

Check out Shutterfly (https://scvcc.shutterfly.com) for all the pics
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A moment in time…
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Continuing with our look back at a some of the
Corvettes that have made it onto the silver
screen, we find ourselves heading to Farber
College in 1962 to meet the dysfunctional
group of guys from everyone’s favorite
fraternity, Delta House…

Animal House – 1978
“May I have ten thousand marbles, please…”
While not a car movie per-se, this crush-a-beer-can-on-the-forehead spoof of the 1960’s college years
started out as a low budget flick starring a mostly unknown cast, led by John Landis, a mostly unknown
director. The story is centered around the Faber College Delta House, and its oddball group of partycentric frat brothers, whom Dean Wormer has pledged to get even with.
None of the actors knew it at the time, but this absurd, and often offensive movie would end up setting the
pace for comedy films and food fights for years to come. But then what would you expect from a film shot
in less than four weeks, with numerous scenes of socially unacceptable behavior, explicit drunkenness, a
mix of rock n’ roll and Bernstein, and a spontaneous sorority pillow fight? All of which helped this movie set
the stage for the next twenty years of Slobs vs. Snobs tropes, that include Caddy Shack, Ferris Bueller’s Day
Off, Trading Places, and Revenge of the Nerds.
Throughout the movie, any audience gear-heads
scanned the background shots for the hidden
auto gems, and there are plenty. They include,
but not limited to, a 62 Dodge Custom 880 police
car, ‘55 Pontiac ambulance, ‘58 Chevy Bel Air, ‘55
Chevy Two-Ten, and a Barris-built, 1966 Lincoln
Continental Deathmobile, which is actually the
real car-star of this film.
For our money however, it is Eric “Otter”
Stratton’s classic, Roman red, 1959, Corvette, with a removable hard top.
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Now, before anyone clutches their pearls and
gets the vapors over an incorrect
identification of the year of this vehicle,
there’s plenty of discussion to go around
about whether it was actually a ’59 or a ’60,
and I for one am not well versed enough in
the nuances of these models to debate the
issue, and any attempt to do so would further
show my ignorance, so instead I think I shall
just ask Ed.
Anyway, since the Corvette was intended to be nothing
more than a prop, they only needed the one car, which
was reportedly rented from the owner who lived in
Eugene, Oregon, where the film was shot. Keeping in
mind that at the time of filming, the Vette was barely
sixteen years old. However, following the initial
screening success of the film, Universal Studios quickly
scampered out and purchased a red, 1962 to be used as
promotional piece that was later dismissed at auction.
You can see the chrome vs. painted headlight rings in
these photos, which clearly demonstrates that these are
not the same vehicle. It’s noteworthy to mention that
even though the Corvette is not the film’s main car-star, the studio still chose to use it on all the movie
posters, lobby cards, and other advertising—presumably because it is one of the most recognizable symbols
of America’s open-road freedom.
As mentioned, the Corvette was primarily a background piece, so we don’t see too much of it. We mostly
see it either parked in front of, or pulling up to the Delta House. Then again gliding into the Rainbow Motel
where Otter thinks he is about to have a clandestine rendezvous with Mandy, but instead finds the boys
from Omega House, who promptly put a few knuckle-knots on his forehead.
This film has it all. Whether it is a belly-up horse in Dean Wormer’s office, a parade float carrying a bunch of
girls wearing matching pink and white Jackie-O outfits, or the
Jell-O slurping John Belushi, who was on a roll during his
motivational college speech when he proclaims, “…was it over
when the Germans bombed Pearl Harbor...”
Today, just past its 40-year anniversary (Yes folks, it’s been
that long), this film works for all the wrong reasons, and yet it
still holds up as a monument to both stupidity and wincingly
incorrect satire. But I guess that is to be expected from any
group of misfits who are deemed to be on, double secret
probation! —
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BREAKING NEWS: JUVENILE CORVETTE SIGHTED
By Scott Gregory

SANTA CLARITA, Calif. – A juvenile Corvette had apparently escaped its garage Sunday, and took a wrong
turn, ending up in a parking lot before being captured and taken to a Corvette rescue center.
The young Corvette was first spotted about 10:40 a.m. Sunday playing in a parking lot near the carwash
on Bouquet Canyon Road, where onlookers were afraid it might be lured onto Creekside Drive, so they
called the auto control officers.
Operations supervisor, Harley Shiftwell said that by the time officers arrived, the Corvette had
disappeared. Then about 12:30 p.m. callers reported seeing it again in the same area. This time officers
found it in the parking lot of the In-n-Out Burger trying to make its way past the drive-through window.
“When it saw us,” Shiftwell said, “it began squealing its tires as it tried to get away. Evidently it had
gotten turned around, and had wandered onto the congested city streets, which isn’t where it belongs.”
The Corvette appeared to be running well and seemed like it was having a lot of fun, including letting
people get close to it. But eventually its fuel begun to run low, and that’s when auto control officers
decided to step in. The Corvette, which the officers nick-named, Sterling, was taken to the rescue center
for observation. If its owners cannot be located, it will be released near Willow Springs Raceway.
Shiftwell warned that with the warm weather just around the corner, Corvettes of all ages will soon be
out, and people are advised to keep a safe distance away because their owners can be very
protective. He also said that although these cars appear playful, their raw power and fearlessness
makes them extremely quick and difficult to catch. He went on to say, “Not everyone can own one of
these cars. It takes a special kind of person to care for a Corvette because it’s not just a car, it’s a
lifestyle.” —
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SCVCC Officers 2018 / 2019
Office

Name

Telephone

Email Address

PRESIDENT

Mike Woodings

661-964-8168

president@scvcc.org

VICE-PRESIDENT

Jeff Hernandez

626-484-7905

vp@scvcc.org

SECRETARY

Dan Clarkson

435-922-1512

secretary@scvcc.org

TREASURER

Elke Couples

661-799-3900

treasurer@scvcc.org

MEMBERSHIP

Judy Woodings

661-212-2889

membership@scvcc.org

QUARTERMASTER

Deana Shaver

805-402-8160

quartermaster@scvcc.org

Mark Ware

661-993-8128

activities@scvcc.org

Donna Webster

661-644-0543

activities@scvcc.org

Don Ceo

661-753-7791

activities@scvcc.org

Karen Jewett

661-753-6226

activities@scvcc.org

Anthony Bachmura

805-208-2229

communications@scvcc.org

Mike Woodings &
Scott Gregory

661-964-8168

newsletter@scvcc.org

ACTIVITIES
CHAIRMAN
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
ACTIVITIES
COORDINATOR
COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR
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Heading on down the road…
▪ April Fool’s Day, Monday April 1st
▪ Tax Day, Monday April 15th
▪ Easter, Sunday April 21st
▪ Earth Day, Monday April 22nd
▪ Administrative Professionals Day,
Wednesday April 24th
▪ Plan ahead: Weekday Get Away
May 20th – 22nd, Julian, CA.

Open Car Show, Porter Ranch
Saturday, April 6th
Bob Sieke brought this to our
attention, and although it is not a club
related event, the school would
appreciate the community support.
So, if you are interested in a spring car
show, here’s your chance. Even if you
don’t want to show your car, maybe
you can just swing down to check it
out!
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Vette Vittles
for connoisseurs of cars and food
‘Vette owners are talented as well as giving people. We all enjoy eating almost
as much as our cars and many of you are pretty good in the kitchen and on the
grill. This is the place for you to share a favorite dish with all of our Club people.

The Easter Cheesecake - That Will Get Everyone Hopping
Contributed by Judy Tomlinson

Ingredients
• 2 cups graham cracker crumbs
• 1 cup plus 2 Tbsp. sugar, divided
• 6 Tbsp. butter, melted
• 3 cups (12 oz.) raspberries, divided
• 1 Tbsp. each zest and juice from 1 lemon 4 pkg.
(8 oz. each)
Philadelphia Cream Cheese, softened
• 4 eggs

Directions
1. HEAT oven to 325°F.
2. LINE 13x9-inch pan with foil, with ends of foil extending over sides.
3. Combine graham crumbs, 2 Tbsp. sugar and butter; press onto bottom of prepared pan.
4. Bake 10 min.
5. RESERVE 1/2 cup raspberries and 1 tsp. lemon zest for later use.
6. BEAT cream cheese, lemon juice, remaining zest and remaining sugar in large bowl with
mixer until blended.
7. Add eggs, 1 at a time, mixing on low speed after each just until blended.
8. Gently stir in remaining raspberries; pour over crust.
9. BAKE 35 to 40 min. or until center is almost set.
10. Cool completely. REFRIGERATE 4 hours.
11. Top with reserved raspberries and lemon zest. Use foil handles to remove cheesecake
from pan before cutting into bars.
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Final Thoughts
By Scott Gregory

There’s a party going on over here…
Even though March tried really hard to damped our spirits by
being a little too chilly, staying a little too cloudy, and at times
being a little too rainy, it was by all accounts, a great club month.
I for one thumbed my nose at the dreary side of March, and
instead had fun in spades. Think about it, we got to go bowling
and eat cupcakes. We had a really great get together at Mimi’s,
and if that wasn’t enough, and don’t you think it should have
been, it was a win, place, and show, with horses and horsepower
at Santa Anita Park with our friends from Ventura!
I’m telling you, those were good times with great people. So, for everyone who could
not come out and play with their Corvettes this month, don’t be sad. Let’s wipe away
those tears, dust that car off, and take a look at what’s in store for this spring! It’s
shaping up to be a fantastic season, and you never know—there might be cupcakes...
Anyway, please remember that this is your club and your newsletter, and we are
always grateful to all of you who have contributed articles, photos, and ideas.
Your Editors can be reached at newsletter@scvcc.org, including any contributions for
an upcoming issue.
— All my life I thought air was free, until I bought a bag of potato chips.

Mike Woodings
Newsletter Editor

Scott Gregory
Cub Reporter
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