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Your Gazette once again has all of the information you 
wanted and maybe even more.  It is hard to believe that 
October has come and gone and only two months remain in 
2019.  October 3rd started the month with our monthly 
Business Meeting at Vincenzo’s and then the following 
morning Ed Shaver gave his unofficial send-off farewell to 
the Southwest Caravaners at Denny’s on Sand Canyon.  Read on in this month’s 
newsletter for the details of the eventful 10-day trip some of us started the month with.  
The October Calendar next offered the Holiday Pumpkinliner Run on the Fillmore & 
Western Railway which also provided us with some more noteworthy events fit to be 
reported herein.   
We learned of the closing of Santa Paula Chevrolet with reports of an empty lot and 
locked doors following the sale of our sponsor business to Bunnin Chevrolet.  Happily, 
recent messages on Santa Paula’s answering machine provided some reassurance that 
they will be back in business on November 3rd.  We cross our fingers and hope for the 
continuance of our heretofore close relationship under the new ownership. 
I have to ask who has heard about or read about class action issues concerning 
cracked rims on C-7s.  Have you been so lucky (not), to experience a cracked rim on 
your pride and joy?  I have to report receiving an OnStar notification advising 0 PSI on 
my right rear.  Follow-up found no nails or leaks in my 2-month old tire.  Nice, you say, 
but not so.  A dunk in the water tank revealed a steady stream of bubbles coming from 
my rim.  Now, what to do?  I quickly analyzed the many pages of my not too old 
purchase documents and agreements and discovered that I indeed purchased extra 
coverage which among many other things included wheel and tire coverage for road 
hazards.  GM just settled their strike and no rims were yet in the pipeline last week, but 
America’s Tire came to the rescue and worked with my extended warranty provider and 
in 3 ½  days had the new rim located, fully covered and installed.  I had to share the 
good news and express how happy I was to have this occur locally and not at the North 
Rim, Grand Canyon! 
Now with four shiny rims and 30 PSI all around I am ready to jump into November and 
our Road Trip to San Luis Obispo.  I hope you all are looking forward to the big 
weekend event taking place on November 15 – 17.  Looking forward into December, we 
will get together to bring joy to some local kids as we join in the Santa Clarita Valley 
Sheriff’s Toy Drive on December 4th and then our annual Christmas Party at Sand 
Canyon Country Club on December 7th.  I urge you all to shop early for your 
contributions to the Toy Drive and to the Food Pantry for these two events. 
While most of us were not affected by the many recent fires, some of our members 
were displaced for a while.  I have not been informed of losses anyone experienced, but 
please let us know if there are needs we can address.  Meanwhile, have a wonderful 
month and Happy Thanksgiving to all. 
Mike 

From the Driver’s Seat  
 October 2019 President’s Message 
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Member Celebrations… 
Birthday Wishes and Anniversary Cheers for October 

 
Vickie Salmen  Nov 12 
Jackie Campbell  Nov 12 
Brian de Avila  Nov 14 
Sharon Spierer  Nov 20 
Cindy Schmidt                  Nov 23 
Dick Meier   Nov 26 
Russ Obarski  Nov 30 
 

Veasman November  2  1996  
Vega  November  9, 1968          
Butler  November 10, 1984  
Stern  November 22, 2005          
Hoffman      November 23, 1983 
Turkheimer November 24, 1988 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  Please notify your Newsletter Editor if your name has been missed.  Your special day is important, and our roster may not 
have all the correct information. 
 

Business Meeting 
1st Thursday of each Month 

Social Hour @ 6:00 p.m. Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 
Next Business Meeting, Nov. 7th  

 
Vincenzo’s Pizza 

24504 Lyons Avenue, Newhall 

Social Gathering 
3rd Thursday of each Month  

Social gathering @ 6:00 p.m. 
Next Social Gathering Nov. 21st  

 
Wokcano Asian Restaurant 

Westfield Valencia Town Center 
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Recorded by Dan Clarkson, Secretary 

 October 3rd, 2019 
 
 
The meeting was called to order promptly at 7:30 pm by President Mike Woodings.   
 
The president commented on the happy eaters at the meeting.  He looks forward to October 
weather with the convertible tops down.  Coincidentally the convertible version of the C-8 was 
unveiled today in black (convertible option costs $7500).  Some say it resembles the Batmobile.  
Corvette convertibles were a classic part of the Golden Valley High School Homecoming 
ceremony last week. 
 
The minutes were read and approved by acclamation. 
 
Elke Couples, Treasurer, assured the membership that all is well financially. 
 
Mike announced that the Southwest Caravan is pushing off tomorrow morning. 
 
The Fillmore mini-golf was hot and fun. 
 
The annual Don and Connie Ceo Lasagne Extravaganza continues to surpass all culinary events.  
It has been added to next year’s calendar to the Ceo’s surprise. 
 
He referenced the presentation at the last meeting by the Triumph Foundation and solicited other 
charity suggestions from the membership. 
 
Mike mentioned the possible demise of Santa Paula Chevrolet.  Tommy Couples, reporter at 
large, took the floor to report on his recent visit to the site.  He found only a tight-lipped GM rep 
who was there only to verify inventory as part of the escrow process.  Since the place was bare 
of cars his job should be easy.  Apparently the future plans for the dealership have been 
hermetically sealed in an envelope kept in a number two mayonnaise jar on Funk & Wagnall’s 
back porch since noon today.  
 
The Monterey Corvette Club show has registration forms available on their website. 
 
Deana Shaver, Christmas Party Executive for the last six years, was summoned to the stage to 
talk about this year’s gala.  All is well, look for evites shortly. 
 
Next, Food Bank Linda addressed the current needs of the food bank and passed out grocery 
bags for us to fill and bring to the Christmas Party.  This is our 10th year to support the bank. 
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There was no new business. 
 
Membership Judy had no new visitors to introduce but acknowledged the presence of Bob Siecke 
and Lydie Colonello.  We have 95 members and 16 associates.  Expect two couples to be 
inaugurated into membership next meeting. 
 
The upcoming activities were addressed by Donna Webster.  As always check the website and 
expect emails from Communications Steve.  Be sure to get signed up for events as the next 
several need accurate head counts.  The Toys 4 Tots will have a different venue this year.  More 
to come but expect to join the Sheriff drive December 4th.  The Christmas lights tour is back and 
will take the place of Taste of the Town in December.  Just follow Les Hershberger’s car, greater 
details forthcoming. 
 
Quartermaster Judy brought some new merchandise including coffee mugs. 
 
Communication Steve said “read the website”, then apologized for being too wordy. 
 
Editor Scott announced the newsletter was emailed today.  Read and enjoy. 
 
The 50/50 drawing was bungled by our myopic Vice President who had to be assisted by the 
drawee Virginia.  Once the number was agreed upon the group continued to call for clarification 
until Dorothy McCloskey discovered that she had it and scampered off with the $135. 
 
Jim Bancroft skipped the meeting and thus missed the Badge It Or Lose It jackpot of $20. 
 
There was no car talk, but there were birthdays and anniversaries. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jumping into the holidays like... 
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Generally speaking, the Corvette Kiosk is generally available at our general 
meetings, except for this month.  

Judy is still available at  
 

Judy is out of town for the November 8th General 
Meeting, so there will be no Corvette Kiosk set up 

this month.  
She will be back next month for all of your  

SCVCC needs!

 
 

Quartermaster 
Judy Turkheimer 

 

QUARTERMASTER’S CORNER 
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Southwest Caravan 
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta  
& National Parks 
October 4th – 13th 
Story and photos by Mike Woodings  
 
All of a sudden, October was here and the 
much anticipated (by some) Southwest 
Caravan was a reality.  The caravan was 
scheduled to include the 48th Annual 
International Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque 
and then to continue on to enjoy National 
Parks and sites off the beaten track in our 
wonderful Corvettes.  
 
 Four couples ultimately participated in the 
event, Jeff & Leeann Carley; Brian & Kathy de 
Avila; Gene & Cindy Schmidt and Mike & Judy 
Woodings. 
 
The morning following our October General Meeting, our adventure began at Denny’s 
on Sand Canyon as we rolled east to our first “roadblock”, construction on Pearblossom 
Hwy in Palmdale.  Ugh, but not too bad.  Off again to another construction delay before 
we even got to Victorville.  Dang.  The first day continued fine where we all enjoyed a 
relaxing lunch at Pirate Cove on the Colorado River with our friends Greg and Pat Attl.  

Off again eastward for our first night 
at Flagstaff, we learned of another 
roadblock ahead when we reached 
the Havasu turnoff from I-40. We 
had to detour back through Bullhead 
City due to an overturned big-rig 
closing the Interstate and blocking 
our route to Kingman.  We rerouted 
as required and “DANG again” 14 
miles from Flagstaff for more 
construction with our forward 
movement slowed to 4 mph!  
Flagstaff was a welcome stop after 
all 
that, 

but wait, there is more!  Jeff Carley reported to us that he 
believed he was having trouble with his Vette, the left 
rear was sagging, not from overloading.  Initial parking lot 
diagnosis pointed to an issue with the left rear lowering 
bolt.  
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Early morning follow-up at Marxen Chevrolet in Flagstaff confirmed a broken lowering 
bolt and the prognosis was the car was ok to drive to Albuquerque where parts were 
ordered for delivery on Monday.  The remainder of Arizona on Day 2 was scenic but 

uneventful.  We found downtown Winslow 
crowded with a classic car show so on we 
went to Gallup, NM and the Hotel El 
Rancho for our first taste of New Mexico 
“red or green” cuisine.  After arriving in 
Albuquerque, it was a short day in 
preparation for Day 3 and an EARLY start 
for the Balloon Fiesta.  
 
The crowds were huge at 5:30 AM as we 
arrived at the Fiesta Park and Ride for our 
bus trip to the Balloon Park on the north 

side of Albuquerque.  The mass of people was even larger as we entered the park as 
hundreds of hot-air balloons were in various stages of inflation in preparation for the 7 
AM mass ascension.  Jeff, you remember Jeff, didn’t even think about bolts that 
morning with all of 
the balloon 
excitement!  
 
 We found Old Town 
full of balloon fiesta 
tourists at mid-day 
and opted for a 
drive through the 
Bosque and visit to 
Los Poblanos 
Historic Inn and a 
drive through the 
Village of Corrales.  
The early start of  
 

Day 3 called for some relaxation in the 
afternoon before dinner at the famous 
Frontier Restaurant on old Route 66, 
across from UNM. 
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On Monday, Day 4, Jeff and Leeann 
broke away for their needed bolt repair 
at Bruce’s Corvette & Auto Service and 
were happily good to go for the rest of 
the trip as well as for a visit to an 
Albuquerque quilt shop while the 
remainder of us made our way to Santa 
Fe.  We drove east of the Sandias 
through Madrid up NM-14, the 
Turquoise Trail.  Despite missing Santa 
Fe, the Carleys still smiled their way 
through Day 4!  Santa Fe was founded 
in 1610 (before the Pilgrims landed ay 
Plymouth) and is the oldest state 

capital.  It’s old and scenic with plenty of choices of places to eat or spend your money, 
from high end art to the native jewelry in Palace of the Governors.   
 
As we returned to Albuquerque, the Schmidts’ status changed slightly with Cindy flying 
back to LA for an overnighter to appear on local television leaving Gene with us until her 
return.  Meanwhile, Judy, with not 
only New Mexico roots, but New 
Mexico connections as well, 
arranged for those remaining to 
enjoy an afternoon wine and 
cheese get-together at her cousin 
Katie Santiannes’ home prior to 
our dinner with local family at El 
Pinto in the North Valley. 
 
Day 5 was an easy day as we 
headed north to Durango, CO.  
We departed from Albuquerque 
without Gene as he awaited 
Cindy’s return flight but he 
continued to enjoy Albuquerque for another day with a trip up the Sandia Tram and a 
hook-up with cousin Katie for more Armijo family visiting.  Our 3-Corvette caravan 



 
 

 
 

 

10 

visited the Aztec Ruins 
National Monument in 
Aztec, NM, to walk the 
grounds of a 1,000 year 
old Pueblo settlement.  
We then rolled into 
Durango, still with time 
for Leeann and Judy to 
take in a visit to the 
Stitch A Quilt Shop.   
 
Gene and Cindy 
followed us as darkness 
fell and our caravan was 
back together again.   
Day 6 was our day for 
the narrow gauge 

railroad ride to Silverton through the amazing canyon along the Animas River.  The 
scenery was beautiful with the changing seasons and the temperatures were chilly and 
the air was thin at 9,300 feet in Silverton.  The Durango-Silverton RR was a kick and 
made for a fun day. 
 
Day 7 was a little longer with us ending back in Arizona at day’s end.  Enroute, we 
covered a lot of backroad miles too.  Our first stop of the day was at Mesa Verde 
National Park outside Cortez, CO.  Mesa Verde is famous for over 600 cliff dwellings of 
the Pueblo people, quite a sight.  It was then off to Four Corners, where Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Utah meet.  The Navajos have the corner (or 4 corners) on the 
market there with $5.00 a head to see a 
survey monument afixed to the red earth 
there.  Off again to our lodging in the woods 
in Jacob Lake, AZ took us by Monument 
Valley and through a Hopi Pow-wow in 
Kayenta, AZ.  A great caravan day. 
 
Day 8 had North Rim Grand Canyon on our 
calendar.  The views are much different than 
those typically seen from the South Rim and 
the canyon is more up close and personal.  
Another cool day with club jackets a must at 
over 8,000 feet elevation.  With less that 10% 
of Grand Canyon visitors going to the North 
Rim, it is worthwhile trip for those who enjoy 
the road less traveled.  Brian and Kathy missed the Grand Canyon visit as they peeled 
off from the caravan to visit relatives and take in the Prescott Corvette Car Show, 
hooking up with SCVCC alumni for a quick “howdy”.  Day 7 then took our remaining 
Vettes to Kanab, UT for the night. 
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Day 9 had Bryce Canyon National 
Park as our visit of the day.  Once 
again, a beautiful but cool day with 
ice in the puddles at 8,800 feet 
elevation.  The sights were glorious 
and easily accessible, except for 
Bryce Point with limited parking.  
Parking attendants were less than 
cooperative about us trying to save 
parking space for one another and 
that will just remain a story for 
another day.   
 
We went on to caravan to St. 
George, UT, where yet another 

quilt shop was visited briefly before we rolled back to Pacific Daylight time and entry into 
Nevada.  The Schmidts continued to Las Vegas for personal and show time on the Strip 
while the Carleys and Woodings opted for Mesquite.   
 
Rested and ready to roll on Day 10, the Carleys headed home to Parker, AZ where Jeff 
will re-address the lowering bolt issue and the Woodings made a stop at Cracker Barrel 
in North Las Vegas, having passed by six others during the caravan.  Love those 
biscuits. 
 
The International Balloon Fiesta is the first week of October every year and we are 
already looking forward to another caravan including the Fiesta then along in another 
route to the south next time for more Southwest attractions. 
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Saturday Drive 
The Collector Car Vault 
Santa Paula  
Saturday, September 28  
 
As the Santa Anna winds sent Sylmar’s, 
Saddle Ridge Fire onto the edge of the 
Santa Clarita Valley, the fallout also 
threatened to cancel our drive to Santa 
Paula. Not so much because of the flames 

and smoke, which would have been much more 
devastating, but rather the traffic. The fire had shut 
down the 5 and 14 freeways, so Highway 126 
headed west was the only pressure relief, and it was 
reported to be a bumper-to-bumper crawl all the way 
into Ventura, leaving the communities of Fillmore 
and Santa Paula in a tangled mess of traffic jams 
and stressed-out drivers. 
 
However, with a little mercy from Mother Nature and 
a lot of work by our firefighters,  the tide had been 

turned by Saturday morning, leaving the freeways open and allowing an all-clear trail 
to Santa Paula. 
 
With that, we gathered in our now familiar 
K-Mart parking lot where we lined up and 
headed west for the short flight to our 
destination, the Collector Car Vault. 

 
Arriving at The 
Vault, which was 
a large non-descript 
building, formally a 
Sunkist fruit packing 
facility, just off 
Highway 126, we 
were greeted and 
ushered through the 
gate into the secure 
grounds by the 

employees who also helped us to get parked.  
 
The tour was originally organized by the 
Redline Corvette Club, but on our arrival, we learned they had arrived much earlier 
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than planned and were just finishing up, so we didn’t get much of an opportunity to 
visit with them.   
 

This two-level, temperature-controlled facility, which we have all 
unknowingly driven past countless times, sits on three and half 
acres just this side of Santa Paula, and has been - among other 
things, the workshop of the famous 
and sometime infamous 
automotive artist and hotrodder 
Von Dutch (More on that in the 
Editors section), but now houses 
an impressive storage facility for 
privately owned cars and 
motorcycles. The owners of the 

facility offer full concierge service that includes vehicle 
pickup and drop off, mobile mechanics, detailers, 

photography, insurance and consignment 
services. This is basically an all-inclusive, 
five-star hotel for your ride! 
 
Besides the storage facility, they have an 
event center, a large automotive photo 

studio, and well landscaped grounds. They also host their version of Cars and Coffee 
several times a month. 
 
Following our tour, we drove across Santa Paula, past the empty Chevrolet dealer, to 

Zapparelli’s, a local pizzeria for 
some lunch.   
 
After enjoying the privilege of 
the private room, and well 
satiated from our pizza, salads, 
and sandwiches, we headed 
home with the satisfaction of 
another enjoyable and relaxed 
Corvette afternoon. 
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Taste-of-the-Town 
Claim Jumper  
Stevenson Ranch, October 24th  
 

Thursday night’s blustery Santa Anna winds swept twenty-eight of us into the Claim 
Jumper Restaurant for October’s Taste-O-the-Town. 

Like in the past, the friendly staff seated us towards the back of the restaurant at two, 
large, semi-private tables, before anointing us with their amazing loaves of dense, 
warm, cheesy bread. Bread lovers could have stopped right there and it would have 
been wonderful. But it got better. 

Since our last visit, the Claim Jumper has streamlined their menu into a clear, albeit 
smaller, selection of the restaurant’s most popular choices. So, while some of our crew 
choose to go with the always-popular salad bar, others elected to dine from of the newly 
designed menu.  

As our soup, sandwiches, steaks, pasta, and chicken potpies were brought to the table, 
everyone enjoyed some pleasant conversation about the latest community news and 
gossip.   

As always, the Corvette friendly restaurant provided us with great waitresses who, 
despite our obvious famine, kept up with the cold drinks, bar orders, and hot coffee.  

Also, for 
reasons that 
completely 
escape me, I 
forgot to take 
pictures of  
event…  

So, instead, please enjoy these images of 
cute and playful kittens. 

 
Do you want to get in on the fun? 

Join us Thursday, November 21st for another great  
Taste of the Town at… 
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Fillmore and Western  
Railway Co. 
Pumpkin Liner   
Fillmore, October 19th  
 
Sure, you can buy your pumpkins at Ralph’s or Von’s or even cheaper at Walmart, but chances 
are you will not be hauling them home in your Corvette.  Our Activities Team came up with a 
solution for all that with the  Fillmore & Western 
Railway Pumpkin Liner run on Saturday, October 
19th. 
 
Six Corvettes comprised our caravan which headed 
west on CA-126 to Fillmore at a respectable 9:30 
AM start for a ride on the vintage train to the Santa 
Paula Pumpkin Patch. 
 

The 
event 
gave us 
our money’s worth with a half-hour ride to cover the 
short 8-mile route.  A lot happened in those 8 miles 
though, almost leaving an opening on our board 
when, in near slow motion, an oak table did its best 
to do-in our own Donna Webster before we even 
pulled out of the Fillmore Station.  Normally, the “you 
break it – you buy it” rule would apply, but that darn 
attack-table would not fit in the rear of the Webster 
Grand Sport.  
 

After the OSHA incident report was completed we were off 
at a snail pace with break-it 
rule forgiven.Donna still was 
still anxious to fill the rear of 
the GS, so upon arrival ay 
the Pumpkin Patch, she 
went about requesting the 
largest pumpkin in the 
patch, not fully 
understanding how it would 
be loaded onto the train, 
how it would be moved to 
the Webster GS and how in the world it would be loaded into the 
rear of the car, But it all worked out and the pumpkin was 
loaded. 
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The rumor is that while Jim has not begun his quest to purchase a new C8 mid-engine soon and 
was quite happy to drive his C7 “mid-pumpkin” model back to Santa Clarita. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of you missed a fun time together, but you may actually have been wiser for taking the 
SUV to Ralph’s or Von’s or even Walmart for this year’s pumpkins.   
 
By the way, that 44-pound monster looks pretty darn good on the Webster porch! 
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Need some party ideas this season? 
 Try a delicious Chef Boy-Ar-Dee Pizza.  

It's sure to please, and ready in a snap! Just look at that plate full of Goodness! 
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SCVCC Officers 2019 / 2020 
 

Office Name Telephone Email Address 

PRESIDENT Mike Woodings 661-964-8168 president@scvcc.org 

VICE-PRESIDENT Jim Webster 661-644-0360 vp@scvcc.org  

SECRETARY Dan Clarkson 435-922-1512 secretary@scvcc.org  

TREASURER Elke Couples 661-799-3900 treasurer@scvcc.org 

MEMBERSHIP Judy Woodings 661-212-2889 membership@scvcc.org 

QUARTERMASTER Judy 
Turkheimer 661-993-4788 quartermaster@scvcc.org 

ACTIVITIES 
COORDINATOR 

Donna 
Webster 661-644-0543 activities@scvcc.org 

ACTIVITIES 
COORDINATOR Don Ceo 661-753-7791 activities@scvcc.org 

ACTIVITIES 
COORDINATOR Karen Jewett 661-753-6226 activities@scvcc.org 

COMMUNICATIONS  
OFFICER 

Steve 
Turkheimer 818-635-8639 communications@scvcc.org 

NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR Scott Gregory 661-645-8199 newsletter@scvcc.org 

WEBMASTER 
Mark Ware 
Steve 
Turkheimer 

661-993-8128 
818-635-8639 webmaster@scvcc.org 
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Down the road… 
 
November is:  

§ SCVCC General Meeting 7th   

§ Cappuccino Day 8th   

§ Marine Corps Birthday 10th  

§ Veterans Day 11th  

§ Spicy Guacamole Day 14th  

§ Raisin Bran Cereal Day 15th  

§ SCVCC San Luis Obispo 15th – 17th 

§ Mickey Mouse Birthday 18th  

§ SCVCC Taste-O-the-Town 21st   

§ Jukebox Day 27th  

§ Thanksgiving 28th – Have a great one! 

§ SCVCC Christmas Party, December 7th – Save the date! 
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In Next Month’s Issue 
 

Our  esteemed club member,  Melody Reid,  has been a tenacious pursuer of the west coast C8 unveilings.  
Not only does she have the pictures to prove it, she is willing to share a few of them with us. 

Although we will have to wait until next month’s issue for those to be unveiled… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Another Excellent point of note… 
 
We want to congratulate our fellow club member, Patty Kemble, who took 

Frist Place in the Corvette Super Sports All American Car Show, in 
Anaheim, on Saturday October 26th, where she took the stock C4 division.  

Well played Patty, well played indeed! 
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Vette  Vittles 
For connoisseurs of fast cars and fine food 

 
With Thanksgiving just a few weeks away, I wanted to pass on one of the quintennial recipes for November 
– Apple Pie!  This is a traditional apple pie recipe just like grandma used to make, if 
grandma used Pillsbury refrigerated pie crust. Anyway, this pie is filled with fresh baked 
apples and warm spices that will make your friends and family feel warm and cozy, just 
like they’re back at grandma’s – or maybe you are the grandma, what do I know? Either 
way, according to Pillsbury, this timeless apple 
pie recipe is guaranteed to win over your family, 
friends, and guests.  
 

Perfect Apple Pie 
 
Get It Together 
Crust  
1 box Pillsbury refrigerated pie crusts, softened as 
directed. 
 
Filling 
(If time is short, two (21-oz.) cans of apple pie filling 
can be used instead of the fresh apples.) Otherwise: 
 
6 cups thinly sliced, peeled apples (6 medium) 
3/4 cup sugar   
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour   
3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon   
1/4 teaspoon salt   
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg   
1 tablespoon lemon juice  
 
Make it Happen 

1. Heat oven to 425°F. Place 1 pie crust in ungreased 9-inch glass pie plate, pan, or skillet. 
Press firmly against side and bottom. 

2. In large bowl, gently mix all filling ingredients; spoon into crust-lined pie plate. Mix it with 
the sugar and spices before tossing with the apples. The flour turns the juices into a 
wonderfully thickened sauce during baking.  

3. Top with second crust. Wrap excess top crust under bottom crust edge, pressing edges 
together to seal; flute. Cut slits in top crust to vent the steam, and because that’s the way 
grandma did it. 

4. Bake 40 to 45 minutes or until apples are tender and crust is golden brown. Cover edge of 
crust with 2- to 3-inch wide strips of foil after first 15 to 20 minutes of baking to prevent 
excessive browning. Cool on cooling rack for a couple of hours before serving. 
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The Editors Desk 
By Scott Gregory 
 

Who Knew?  
 
Having come from a 
hotrod and 
motorcycle 
background, I looked 
forward to the Collector Car Vault trip as somewhat of a 
pilgrimage to hallowed ground.  
 

In the 1980’s and 90’s, this former produce warehouse, which at the time was owned 
by the Brucker family, was the last home and workshop of 

the legendary Kenneth Howard, AKA Von Dutch, the 
quirky, often off-beat artist, who along with the likes of 
Dean Jeffries, Ed Roth, Gene Winfield, and others, were 
the originators of the California Custom Car Kulture.  
 
To be clear, Dutch lived there like so many of the stray 
cats that wondered around the property, living out of his 
home and machine shop which was a converted 1960’s, 
GMC Metro bus, that he parked in the warehouse. 
 
Dutch, a long-afflicted alcoholic, lived the life of the 
overly-eccentric artist, with 
little use for society, 
government, religion, 

fame, money, or people. That said, he is considered 
the father of modern pinstriping, and that alone makes 
the trip to the Car Vault rather historic.  
 
In the early 1980’s, Dutch went to work with Ed Roth 
as an artist and sign painter for the Brucker’s at their 
Movie World museum in Buena Park. But after the 
museum closed, he had no place to park his home, so 
the Brucker’s moved him out to their Santa Paula 
warehouse, where he lived and worked until his death 
in 1992. 
 

The graffitied bathroom before the 
Von Dutch name was used as a 
couture fashion brand. 

Von Dutch's palette table 
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Although most of his art and belongings have long since been auctioned into private 
collections, the Car Vault still offers a few remnants of his time there. These vestiges 
of his life range from a few hundred bullet holes in the upper windows of the 
warehouse (Dutch loved working on guns), to the two automotive paint booths he 
worked from, to a smattering of his personal art supplies. But most notably is his 
bathroom. A formally private area that is riddled with random art and graffiti by not 
only Von Dutch, but other characters like, Ed Roth, and Steve McQueen (who was a 
good friend of Dutch), and other celebrity and artistic notables. This room remains in 
its original condition, and is locked from view to everyone except 
those who know about it, and have specifically ask to see it (like 
us!). I did not include any photos of the graffiti, as some may find 
portions of it offensive- it is after all, bathroom humor.  
 
The kicker here is that although I’ve known the Brucker’s had 
taken him in, and he lived in the Santa Paula area, it wasn’t until 
this trip first surfaced that I learned it was here, just twenty miles 
up the road, in this old, non-descript warehouse that I have been 
driving by for years, that all of this hotrod history lay quietly 
dormant,…oh, the nostalgic irony!  

 
So, now on my many 
trips down Highway 
126, I will offer a silent 
nod to those spirits of 
the hot rod culture that 
still haunt that historic 
old warehouse. 
 
So, that’s my story, and 
please remember that 
this is your club and your 
newsletter, and we are 
all in this together. We 

also appreciate those who have contributed any articles, photos, ideas, and other 
contributions for upcoming issues. Your Editor can be reached at 
newsletter@scvcc.org. 

 
 

Scott Gregory 
Newsletter Editor 
- This time of year, I just want to be a kid again  and put up the Christmas Tree  while eating 
turkey in my Halloween costume. 

 
 

Dutch's sense of anti-
establishment humor. 


